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Europeans Colonize Africa <= @

Rwanda is part of German East Africa

and is populated by Hutu, who are mainly farmers,
Tutsi, who for the most part own cattle,

and Twa, who are hunters and potters.

By acquiring wealth in cattle,

Hutu families could become Tutsi.

Germany rules by favoring the minority Tutsi (15%)

over the majority Hutu (85%) and Twa (>1%).
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@ ——» Belgium Takes Control

New leaders exploit the myth that Tutsi, Hutu,
and Twa are separate races.

Tutsi are considered tall and regal

and more closely related to Europeans.
Belgian colonial policy provides power

and wealth to many Tutsi,

while Hutu must pay higher taxes.

Many Hutu are forced to work as servants to Tutsi.

Hutu fear Tutsi will forever — <G
oppress them after independence
and rise in a violent rebellion.

Tutsi chiefs are driven from power
and many Tutsi flee the country.
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General Juvenal
Habyarimana seizes power, <= @
continues Hutu rule, keeping
uneasy truce with Tutsi.

Rwanda experiences economic hardship

when the world price of coffee drops.
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Drought and growing
hunger. People blame
government.
Government blames

Tutsi.

192 @ —> Belgium Leaves Rwanda

Hutu government takes charge.

Attacks by Tutsi refugees lead to Hutu reprisals
that kill thousands of Tutsi civilians, pushing many
more Tutsi to flee Rwanda. Tutsi, living as refugees
in nearby countries, vow to return home. Tutsiin
Rwanda suffer discrimination and have few

opportunities in education or government.

¢ 1980s

1973

On n’ajpas puni'les
responsables du génocide

Exiled Tutsis in Uganda create the Rwandan Patriotic

Front (RPF) to fight for right to return home.
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RPF Invasion

g 1990
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Rwandan Patriotic Front invades Rwanda
beginning a 4-year civil war. Hutu government
uses attack to justify claim that Tutsi want to
come back to oppress the Hutu and to urge Hutu
to prepare for “self-defense.” Government radio

propagandadehumanizes Tutsi.

President
Habyarimana
dies in plane crash,
igniting the

genocide.

APRIL 6, 1994

=p  Genocide Begins

Local Hutu
leaders organize

mobs to kill Tutsi.

At least
500,000 Tutsi

are slaughtered.

The RPF wins the civil war,

ending the genocide and taking
control of the government.
Commander Paul Kagame is the key
leader of the government.

ACOe

% A.V t
Xls www.coexistdocumentary.org




Coexist Timeline on Escalation of Violence in Rwanda

Kagame Elected <—@ 2003

RPF leader Paul Kagame elected
President with 95% of vote.
Official policy calls for “unity and
reconciliation” among all
Rwandans, but civil society and
opposition decry repression.

UMMER 2009 ¢ — Making Coexist

Coexist documentary filmmaking team interviews

survivors and perpetrators of 1994 genocide in Rwanda.

Paul Kagame reelected as President .AUGUST 2010

with 93% of vote, after numerous
disturbing reports of opposition
repression and persecution.
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